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PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Return to School Plan is to ensure the safety of Kelso C-7 School District 

constituents and extended community.  The plan will serve as a guideline to implement an 

effective response to a pandemic.  The district will strive to remain current with the 

recommendations of the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS), Scott 

County Health Department (SCHD), and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 

review the Return Plan at least every 6 months based on the most recent public health information.   

 

PREPAREDNESS AND PLANNING CHARACTERISTICS 

The Kelso C-7 School District will work with the DHSS and SCHD to ensure coordinated and 

measured response is taken to protect our students, employees, and community members.  

Pandemic severity information provided by the CDC, SCHD, and DHSS will be used to help 

gauge the necessary level of response.  

District decisions will be based on information from the SCHD, DESE, DHSS, and CDC 

recommendations.   

 

The plan was created based on input from representative form the following stakeholder groups: 

District Administration 

District Board of Education Members  

Special Education/504 Department 

Health Care Officials 

Classroom Teachers 

At-Risk Representatives (Homeless, Migrant, 

ELL, etc.) 

District Leadership Team Members 

CTA Representatives 

Parents 

Students  

 

If an unexpected outbreak should occur in our district, parts of the pandemic plan would be implemented to 

minimize exposure.  The parts implemented would depend upon the specifics of the outbreak and would be 

determined in consultation with SCHD, DESE, CDC, and district level officials. 

Characteristics of a pandemic that are to be considered in preparedness and response planning include: 

 Continued spread of infection 

 Loss of instructional time with students 

 Missed meals for students on free and reduced lunch  

 Increased hardship on families due to need for childcare 

 Concern of lost wages and benefits for employees. 

  

mailto:kburger8@kelsoc-7.k12.mo.us


Kelso C-7 School District: Return to School Plan 2021-22 
 

3      Copies of this plan in alternative languages can be received by emailing the superintendent, Dr. Kim Burger, at 

kburger8@kelsoc-7.k12.mo.us or request in the district office.   

 
 

PHASES 

The District has established a phase system to determine the appropriate response based on the conditions. This 

is not an all-inclusive or binding list.  As many situations during a pandemic, events can be fluid.  These serve as a 

general guideline.   

Phase 1: No active cases in our school 

 Students and staff that are not feeling well will have their temperature checked. If the temperature is at or 

above 100.4 they will not be permitted to attend until they have been fever free without fever reducing 

medication for 24 hours. 

 In the event of a student quarantine, officials will defer to the District’s Alternative Methods of Instruction 

Plan. 

 All students will enter through the front doors. 

 Students or staff will not be allowed to attend school if they test positive for COVID-19, a member of their 

immediate family has tested positive for COVID-19, or if they have been identified as a person that has 

had close contact with a person that has tested positive for COVID-19. The school will work very closely 

with the Scott County Health Department to enforce this. 

 All students and staff MUST have a personal water bottle for their own use. Water bottle fillers will be 

available in the school for student use. 

 Students riding the bus will have the same assigned seat each day. Masks are mandated on district 

transportation.  Families will be seated together. Adjustments to assigned seating will be at the discretion of 

the driver but social distancing will be preserved.  

 Students will be allowed to eat in the cafeteria. Lunch periods will be adjusted based on class sizes to allow 

cohort groups to eat at separate tables with as much spacing as possible.  

 Staff will encourage handwashing and model appropriate handwashing techniques at multiple times 

throughout the day.  

 Parents will not be permitted inside of the building without an appointment.  

 Masks are not required (except for on district transportation). If a student or staff member wishes to wear 

one, they must provide their own.  

 Students will be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities, with a signed waiver from a parent or 

guardian. For athletic events, we will follow MSHSAA guidelines. We will recommend social distancing.  

 As always, if students or staff are not feeling well, we encourage them to stay home. 

Phase 2: A case of COVID-19 in student or staff 

If the school enters Phase 2, we will have the following changes to Phase 1. 

 The classes in close contact with the active case may switch to virtual learning until cleared by the health 

department. At that time, the district will transition to the Alternative Methods of Instruction Plan.   

 In the event of a student quarantine, officials will defer to the District’s Alternative Methods of Instruction 

Plan. 

 We will follow local health department guidelines for extracurricular activities.  
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 Classes will eat in more areas of the building to increase social distancing.  

  Field trips will be evaluated on a case by case basis. 

 Masks may be required based on the situation and recommendation of the SCHD or local officials. 

Phase 3: Community spread in the school building 

 The school building may close and may transition to virtual classrooms. More information will be 

provided in an Alternative Methods of Instruction Plan from the school and each teacher.  

 All staff not exhibiting symptoms or considered a close contact will report to the building as directed. 

 Teachers will post video educational materials on those days, assign assignments, grade homework, and 

answer questions from students.  

 The school will reopen as soon as the Scott County Health Department deems it is safe to do so. 

MITIGATION AND PREVENTION STRATEGIES 

All mitigation and prevention strategies and will be determined by the COVID 19 phase (as mentioned 

previously).  At the time of opening, the following are the district’s stance on the following mitigation and 

prevention strategies. 

a. Masks  

i. On district transportation: Masks are mandated  

ii. Masks are permitted  

b. Physical distancing 

i. Barriers, routing and minimum distancing 

c. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette 

i. Consistent with CDC  

ii. Taught and reinforced 

iii. Sanitizer and tissue provided  

d. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities  

i. Increased cleaning for high-touch surfaces 

e. Contact tracing  

i. Contact by the LEA’s school nurse 

ii. Consistent with the CDC 

f. COVID diagnosis and testing 

i. Testing provided onsite for employees and employee families 

ii. Students: testing available at the SCHD or clinic 

g. Vaccination events 

i. LEA will provide information regarding vaccination events 

h. Accommodations for Children with disabilities  

i. Accommodations as necessary or as mandated by IEP 
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